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OPPOSITE: The designers knew, early on, that they
wanted the house to be “significant but understated’
They created an unobirusive, low-lying, linear front
facade. However, at the back, seen here, the

design breaks into multiple facets and architectural
elements, with grand window expanses, an upstairs
hot-tub deck and completely private patios.
Architecture, Richard Lindseth Architecture; landscape
architecture, Carlyle & Associates.

ABOVE: Homeowner and designer Douglas

Cridland stands next to a David Robinson sculpture
in his home's back foyer. Cridland says this is the
most “mathematical” design he has ever done,

with long views throughout ending in prominent
features like artworlk. Sculpture, Newzones Gallery

of Contemporary Art.

TOP RIGHT: Tall glass doors open wide from the
breakfast nook onto the barbecue patio. Chairs, Knall.

SEE SOURCE GUIDE

tep through the glass front doors of
Douglas Cridland and Dan Wright’s
Calgary home and you are ushered into an
environment of museum-like refinement.
The house sits on a quiet, itregular-shaped
lot embraced by a gentle curve in the
Elbow River, which flows footsteps from
the back door. Mature hardwoods shade
the property. With its smooth, dark grey
stucco and horizontal lines, the 5,500-
square-foot house seems to nestle comfort-
ably into the grassy earth.

“I love the step-down entrance,” says
Cridland, a noted Calgary interior design-
er. “I didn't want to look out over the river;
I wanted to be at grade with it.” The idea
is consistent with Cridland’s signature
style: grand scale never gives way to osten-
tation; luxury is never showy — it is found
in the details and the layering of materials
and furnishings.

While living in their former riverside
condominium located in downtown Calgary
(featured in House & Home, September
1999), Cridland and Wright developed this
home’s design with architect Richard
Lindseth, who was assisted by graduate
architect Sean McCormick. Because of its
central location, river views and sense of
privacy, the group felt the site called for a
contempotary design with plenty of glass,
says Lindseth. “But Doug and Dan have
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“This is
al’ interior

ptrreLtly aligned in generous, long views
ending in a prominent feature, such as a
sculpture or mantelpiece.
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OPPOSITE, LEFT: A perfect enfilade prospect OPPOSITE, TOP RIGHT: Dark panelling and
leads from the foyer through the card room to commercial-grade carpeting give the media

r d|a mom s serpentine marble room an informal air. All floral arrangements,
n Paris topped with a mask by Anne Patersons Flowers: sculpture (in bookshelf),
eth Esler painting. Clint Reenisch.
OPPOSITE, BOTTOM RIGHT: Polished marble,
_ classicllinear edges, steel balusters and floor-
to-ceilin g g!ass create a museum-like air of
shistication in the foyer. The effectis

@need by the soft grey-taupe wall

colour ahd the flood of natural light streaming
through the windows. Limestone flooring,
Universal Slate; steel balusters, Mystic Forge
Ironworks; Ben Mcleod sculpture, Newzones
Gallery of Cantemporary Art; wall colour,
Silver Mink (2291), Pratt & Lambert.

Robert Allen.

THIS PAGE: Inthe living room, Cridland
juxtaposes traditional and contemporary
elements: a classic-look ottoman and antigue
Biedermeier chairs are combined with steel
chairs and a glass-topped coffee table .

Herbert Siebner painting (on left wall), Wallace
Gallenies; painting below by John Snow; large
painting by Douglas Haynes; Biedermeier chairs, Uno
Langmann; rug, Safavich; steel ehairs, coffee table,
Knoll; sofa, ottoman, Arthur Greenwall Fine Furniture.




cluster of glass spheres.

There is serenity in the geometry — a
fundamental certainty in the plan.
Employing his favoured “prairie palette” of
dusky neutral tones, Cridland used a soft
grey-taupe colour throughout, which adds
to the interior’s quiet aplomb.

When it came to putting on the “luxe,”

ridland and Wright were inspired

fireplace mantelpieces brought back from
Paris act as focal points in the living and
media rooms. “I've always loved the ten-
sion created by juxtaposing rraditional and
contemporary elements,” says Cridland,

SEE SOURCE GUIDE




OPPOS!TE LEFF Sunllghtﬂ(mds throughthe
kitchen'’s generotis windows, reflecting off
polished-granite countertops, stainiess steel
appliances and the ‘high-gloss finish of the
aneigre: woad cabmetry Whlte glass fixtures
‘addla sleek, co emporary: highlight.
Bownsview cab etry, Emprr_ Kitehena Bath
light flxtures, i ite eountertops,
AlbertaMarble.
OPPOSITE, TOPR!GHT With its ample
banquette, the breakfast nooi off the kitchen
provides a quiet and private space in whichito
lounge and readithe paper or peruse recipes.
Doors open ohto the barbecue patio: Banqueite,
Arthur Greenwall FinalFurniture; bangustte fabric,
Designtex Group; chairs; Knoll; pandant sfal’s
‘Zaneen Group; Don Kottman bawl Paulikuhn
Gallery; bookeases, Empire Kitchen & Bath:
OPPOSITE, BOTTOM RIGHT: Inthe downstairs
bathroom; the ebony-stained mahogany
panelling and the 1940s-style sqtiare sink gives
this room a glamorous air.Paneliing; Nortimotint
Inclustries! sink, faticet, Royal Elish floartile,
Universal _Slate
THIS PAGE, TOP: Motorized mesh blinds cover
‘the comer-wrapping windows in'the master
bathroom. Black agalomerate marble on the.
wallsiand “mod™1950s-style circle- -patierned
wallpapet (notuisible) give thelroom a sleskc
edge. Sinks; faueet, tub; Rayal Flush; granite,
AlbertaiMarble; hardware Iraty(; HardWare: vanity,
Northmeunt Endus{nes blinis, Casablancalnteriofs:
BOTTOMLEFT: Doors from the main
bedroom open ontoa south-facing deck.
The bedroom has an adjalning skylitwardrobe
room thatileads;jiniturn, into'an exercise room.
Drapery, bedspread, bediskir, all'sewn: by
Casablancalinteriors; wall eololr Silver Mink
(22911)) Pratt & Lam| eadboard) cttorman,
Arthur GreenwalllFine Furnitre; side Iable‘a,
William Switzer & Assoclates.
BOTTOMRIGHT: The bedroom’s peaceful
reading|c Gorner is wrapped inwin ows
offeting a wide-angle view ofthe Elbow River
\Diapery fabric, Télio & Ciej chalr, Arthur Gresnwall
“Fine Fupniture:

pointing to the Biedermeier-style chair sit-
ting near a "60s wire chair by Warren Platner
in the living room.

Other tich details include the Art Deco
cornice frieze of scalloped vertical bars top-
ping every painted wall throughout the
house. Layered gradations create straight
lines beneath the cornice. “I like the way

the layers catch the light and play with the
tones,” notes Cridland. “It provides a lot of
visual interest even though the entire wall is
painted in the same colour.”

Murano glass light fixtures and the pat-
terning of the umber-stained hardwood
floor, which Cridland says reminds him of a

“Paris appartement,” introduce touches of
’30s and '40s glamour. The bathrooms recall
the look of “hotel chie,” patticularly the
downstairs bath, which boasts ebony-
stained mahogany panelling, an oversized
'40s-style square sink and mellow lighting.
A collection of Western Canadian art —
which favours pieces from the '50s and '60s,
and ranges from small works on paper to
grand canvases — is dramatically displayed
throughout the home. Most furnishings
hover in the neutral zone: black, white and
grey. Warm, dark yellows are introduced
through jardinieres, throw cushions and
wooden antiques. “I wanted the colour to

come from the outside,” says Cridland,
nodding -toward the windows, which laok
out ovet the outdoor greenery.

The home maintains a constant connection
with the outdoors. The linear front fagade
gives way to a multifaceted back elevation
that provides almost every room with sweep-
ing river views. At the same time, interior
vistas that end in art-filled niches and the
delicate tinkle of water from the reflective
pool create contemplative moments inside
the home.

In all, this is a design that places grandeur
and subtlety, exuberance and meditation,
together in refined balance.
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HOME FURNISHINGS

#130-12553 Bridgeport Road, Richmond, British Columbia
604-271-8852
1004 Hamilton Street, Vancouver, British Columbia

604-669-7544

48 Heritage Gate SE, Calgary, Alberta
403-253-5263
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Slate, Calgary (403) 287-7763 or 1-888-67-SLATE;
steel balusters, Mystic Forge Ironworks, Cochrane,
Alta, (403) 851-0709; Ben McLeod sculpture,
Newzones Gallery of Contemporary Art, as above.
Page 173: Living room: Small painting, Herbert
Siebner (top), Wallace Galleries, Calgary (408}
262-8050 or www.wallacegalleries.com; steel
chairs in Edelman leather, Knoll, as above; antique
Biedermeier chairs, Uno Langmann, Vancouver
(604) 736-8825 or 1-800-730-8825; sofa fabric
{mohair), Beacon Hill, as above; steel chairs, coffee
table, Knoll, as above; sofa, ottoman with bolsters,
Arthur Greenwall Fine Furniture, as above; antique
candleholders, Junktiques, Calgary (403) 263-0619
orwww.junktiques.ca; vase, Holt Renfrew,
Vancouver (604) 681-3121, Calgary (4083) 269-
7341, Edmonton (780) 425-5300, Winnipeg (204)
942-7321, Toronto (416) 922-2333, (416) 789-
5377, (416) 621-9900, Ottawa (613) 238-2200,
Montreal (514) 842-5111, Quebec City (418) 656-
6783 or www.holtrenfrew.com; lamps, Douglas
Cridland, as above; rug, Safavieh, visit
www.safavieh.com for information. Page 174:
Kitchen: Light fixtures, Zaneen Group, Toronto
(416) 247-9221 or www.zaneen.com; cabinetry,
Empire Kitchen & Bath, Calgary (403) 252-2458;
Impala granite countertops, Alberta Marble, Calgary
{403) 287-0944. Breakfast Nook: Banguette,
Arthur Greenwall Fine Furniture, as above;
banquette fabric, Designtex Group, call 1-800-221-
1540 or www.dtex.com; lamps, Artemide, Montreal
(514) 323-6537, Toronto (416) 628-6718 or call
1-888-777-2783 for retailers; chairs, Knoll, as
above; pendant light, Zaneen Group, as above; Don
Kottman bowl, Paul Kuhn Gallery, Calgary (403)
263-1162 or visit www.paulkuhngallery.com;
bookcases, Empire Kitchen & Bath, as above.
Downstairs bathroom: Panelling, Northmount
Industries, Calgary (403) 243-0200; sink, faucet,
Royal Flush, Calgary (403) 228-2934; imestone
floor tile, Universal Slate, as above; table, Douglas
Cridland, as above. Page 175: Master bathroom:
Carpet, Colin Campbell & Sons/Studioline (trade
only), Vancouver (604) 734-2758, Calgary (403)
245-9222; sinks, faucets, tub, Royal Flush, as
above; granite, Alberta Marble, as above; hardware,
ltalyca Hardware, Calgary (403) 291-2383; vanity,
macde by Northmount Industries, as above;
automated roller shades, Casablanca Interiors,
Calgary, (403) 252-4645, (403) 256-6591; mirrors,
custom through Douglas Cridland Interior Design,
as above. Master bedroom: Chair, headboard,
ottoman, Arthur Greenwall Fine Furniture, as above;
drapery fabric, Télio & Cie, as above; planter,
Douglas Cridland Interior Design, as CONTINUED
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